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Background

T
he Horten Ho 229 was a German 
prototype fighter/bomber built late in World 
War II. It was the first pure flying wing 
powered by jet engines. The design was 
in response to Hermann Göring’s call for 

light bomber designs capable of carrying 1,000 kilograms 
(2,200 lb) of bombs a distance of 1,000 km (620 mi) with 
a speed of 1,000 km per hour (620 mph). Only jets could 
provide the speed and a flying wing design was used to 
lower drag and increase range. The Ho-229 was the only 
design to come even close to the 3×1000 requirements 
and received Göring’s approval.

The aircraft was primarily built from special 
plywood and resin with the main body & engine area the 
only metal structure. At least one prototype flew several 

times and eventually crashed killing the test pilot. After 
the crash the V3 prototype and 20 pre-production models 
were ordered which were slightly larger than the previous 
prototypes. During the final stages of the war, the U.S. 
military initiated Operation Paperclip which targeted 
advanced German 
weapons research 
to try to keep it 
out of the hands of 
advancing Soviet 
troops. A Horten 
glider and the Ho 
229 V3, which was 
undergoing final assembly, were secured for sending to 
the United States for evaluation at the end of the war. 
This aircraft is currently being restored for display at the 
Smithsonian.

D e l aw a r e  Va l l e y  S c a l e  M o D e l e r S  /  c H a p T e r  i p M S  u S a

Newsletter

Visit the DVSM website: www.dvsm.org

october 2015

nexT MeeTinG

october 2
 • Theme Contest
 “on The 
   waTerfronT”

by Paul Tomczak • photos by the author

September 2015 Theme winner: 
1/72 horten ho-229
Built by Paul Tomczak

  The
winners
 circle“Concepts &   

  Prototypes”

continued on page 9



2

T
he following is my list of proposed 
2016 contest themes. Please review it 
choose your top ten. The list will also 
be available as a handout at the October 
meeting and each member can mark off 

their choices, which I will collect and summarize. The ten 
that get the most votes will be next year’s themes.

“ The Forties” A model of any subject from 1940-49.
“ First & last” A model of a subject that was the first 

or last of its kind, e.g., first mass produced car (Model T); 
the first or last Plymouth or Oldsmobile (discontinued 
marques); the first diesel-powered ship; the Wright Flyer; 
the first or last Spitfire variant; the first or last Sherman 
tank model; F-16A; first jet plane; first operational 
supersonic jet (F-100?); last piston-engine fighter, etc.

“ in the Thousands” A model of something that was 
mass-produced in large numbers for its type, e.g., US 
Army 2½-ton truck; B-24 bomber; stock Chevy Bel Air or 
Ford Fairlane; WWII Destroyer; F6F Hellcat; M4 Sherman 
Tank; Russian T-34 tank; 105mm Howitzer.

“ Made from Trees” A model of something with a 
major wood content, e.g., a “Woody” station wagon; 
DeHavilland Mosquito; WWI biplane; PT Boat.

“The British Empire” – a model of something British that 
dates from 1850 – 1950.

“ To the rescue” Any model depicting a first responder 
or rescue vehicle, e.g., a civilian or military ambulance; 
an Air-Sea Rescue plane; police and fire fighting vehicles; 
hospital ship; life boat, etc.

“ Best & Fastest” A model of a speed-record setting 
plane, car, ship, rocket, tank, motorcycle, racehorse, etc.

“ Haulers” A model of something that hauled cargo, 
e.g., KC-135 Stratotanker; truck tractor; cargo ship; army 
truck. 

“Something Towed” A model of something that was 
towed, e.g., junked car; 105mm Howitzer; airliner or 
X-plane to a runway; truck trailer.

“ new & improved” Two models are required for 
this entry, one being an improved successor variant, 
e.g., P-51C and P-51D; Ferrari 312T and 312T4 F1 cars; 
B-24D and B-24J; 1948 Ford and 1949 Ford. For cars, 
they need to be close successors, i.e., a 1948 Ford and a 
1964 Ford don’t qualify.

“ cats & Dogs” A model with any feline or canine name 
or depiction, e.g., M41 Bulldog tank; Navy Panther or 

Cougar, or “-Cat” aircraft; Mercury Cougar; Buick Wildcat; 
Sunbeam Tiger; any Jaguar; F-86D “Dog Sabre”; Greyhound 
bus; Terrier Missile. Wolves and foxes count as dogs, e.g., a 
P-47 from Zemke’s Wolfpack or a German sub qualifies. 

“ Diners &Drive-ins” Any model relating to the Rock ‘n 
Roll Era from the years 1954 to 1963 (pre-British Invasion 
era). ’57 Chevy; hot rod; Boeing 707; Harleys; rocket, 
missile or “flying saucer” from 50’s era, Elvis figure.

“ cold war” Any model from 1946 – 1963 relating to 
the U.S. /U.S.S.R. competition/confrontation, e.g., B-52; 
ICBMs; space-race rockets; post WWII armor and ships; 
Century Series jets; Sabres and MiGs. Cars can be any 
from the 1946-63 period.

“ watch & listen” Model of anything related to a TV 
show, movie or song, e.g., “Little Deuce Coupe”, “409”, 
“Hot Rod Lincoln”, “Little GTO”; aircraft from the movie 
“Strategic Air Command”; a specific ship, plane or armor 
from any war movie or TV show; the Batmobile, Broderick 
Crawford’s “Highway Patrol” car, “Rat Patrol” jeep.

“ Big & Small” Any model, any era but smaller or 
larger than the usual scale, e.g., 1/32 or larger, or 1/144 
or smaller aircraft (no 1/72 or 1/48 scale models); cars 
smaller than 1/25 (like 1/32 or 1/48) or larger than 1/24 
(like 1/18 or 1/12 scale); armor smaller than 1/35; ships 
smaller or larger than 1/350. 

“Steampunk” [alt. “Steam punk”] There is no 
absolute definition of steampunk. It can be characterized 
by Victorian-era science fiction devices, like those of 
Jules Verne and H.G. Wells (e.g., “The Time Machine”). 
Steampunk can be considered as a subgenre of speculative 
fiction usually set in an anachronistic (chronologically 
inconsistent) or Victorian or quasi-Victorian alternative 
history. For our purpose, it could be any model that has 
been modified in any fashion to represent “steampunk”. 
The sci-fi mechanisms in the show “The Wild, Wild West” 
can be considered steampunk. In that era, power was 
supplied by “steam”. It is often characterized by modifying 
one’s gadgets to make them look a century out of date. n

EDITOR’S NOTE: Paul Tomczak is 
traveling on business this month, so 
president’s corner will return in the 
October newsletter

Monthly Contest 
 Theme Proposals 2016 by Mike Turco
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T
ony reports on this year’s Miniature 
Figure Collectors of America show. The 
show took place on Friday and Saturday, 
May 8th and 9th at the Valley Forge Casino 
and Resort, in Valley Forge, PA. MFCA 

regularly showcases some of the very best miniature 
figures and scenes by painters and builders literally from 
around the world. There is a regular contingent of model 
masters and Grandmasters who routinely travel from 
different European countries, and Canada. In addition, 
their vendor room always has a great variety of model 
kits, supplies, collectable toys, books and magazines, 
and other related material to offer to those attending. 
This year’s show continued to deliver on exhibit pieces 
which were exceptionally high in their painting and 
workmanship. You can view the complete report by 
going to: http://www.scififantmodmadrealm.com/
MFca74thannual2015Show-1.html. n

MfCa’s 74th annual 
Show & Mart report
by Tony wootson
available online Photos by Tony Wootson
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august Display highlights Photos by John Goschke

Mitsubishi A6M1 Reppu, 1/72, by Bob Cicconi

Hughes “Sea Apache,” 1/72, by Joe Vattilana

Bell YP-39B Aircobra, 1/48, by John Goschke

January: “THe 21ST cenTury” 

Winner: Mike Turco - 2003 Corvette C5-R

February: “DouBle TrouBle” 

Winner: Mike Turco - Grumman F3F

March: “THe THirTieS”

Winner: Paul Kopczynski - Grumman XF5F-1 Skyrocket 

april: “aFTerMarkeT” 

Winner: Tom Gill - Humvee Ambulance Diorama  

May: “THe THirD reicH” 

Winner: Mike Turco - Mercedes-Benz 540K

June: GolD/SilVer/Bronze conTeST

No theme contest.

July: “Japan”

Winner: Paul Tomczak - Kawasaki Ki-45 Toryu

august: “ouT oF proDucTion”

Winner: Mike Turco - Jo-Han 1931 Cadillac

September: “concepTS & proToTypeS”

Winner: Paul Tomczak - Horton Ho-229

october: “on THe waTerFronT” 

Model depicts something that floated, e.g., ships/boats; flying 
boats or amphibian aircraft; armor moved over water; Gemini 
space capsule; 1959 Buick pontooned by Cubans trying to 

escape to Florida; figure of a surfer or Esther Williams, etc.

november: “no BiG Six”  

Model CAN’T be of a US, British, German, Japanese, French or 
Russian subject.

December: FaVoriTe FiVe conTeST

Questions about DVSM’s Contests should be 
directed to Mike Turco at MaTurco@aol.com

Monthly Theme 
contests 2015
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august Display highlights Photos by John Goschke

Douglas SBD Dauntless, 1/48, by Joe Volz Grumman XF5F Skyrocket, 1/72, by Bob Cicconi

Lippisch P-13a, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak

Messerschmitt Me-328, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak

DFS 194, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak

General Dynamics F-16c Fighting Falcon, 1/72, Joe Leonetti
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august Display highlights Photos by John Goschke

Batman and “The Magic Money Machine,” 1/6, by Dan 
Golembewski

Starblazers interceptor, 1/72, by Tony Wootson

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Turco, Mike 5 5  2 5 2 5 4   28
Gill, Tom 3 3 3 5 4   3   21
Tomczak, Paul  1  2 3 5 4 5   20
Kopczynski, Paul 4 3 5 3   2    17
Anderson, Dave  2   4  3 3   12
Goschke, John     1 2 3 4   10
Cicconi, Bob     2 3  4   9
Vattilana, Joe   3 2 2   2   9
Volz, Joe  3  2 3      8
Lockard, Charlie     1 3 3    7
Leonetti, Joe   2 3 1      6
Rakos, Rod  2    4     6
Webb, Mark     4 2     6
Goerke, Doug  4         4
Sandone, Nick    4       4
Senner, Don  1   1  2    4
Dasso, P      3     3
Kortman, Tommy     3      3
Hogg, Greg  2         2
Stonier, B     1      1
Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2015 Theme Contest point Standings to Date
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SPAD 13, 1/48, Jim Crossley

Albatros D.II, 1/48, Jim Crossley Chrysler 300 display, 1/24 & 1/25, by Dave Anderson

’55 Chevy Sedan Delivery, 1/25 (in-progress), by Dennis 
Scheidemantle

’57 Ford Custom Tudor sedan, 1/25 (in-progress), by Bob 
Doebley

august Display highlights Photos by John Goschke



8

Join IPMS/USA 
why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, 
of which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, fi-
nances the insurance required for our monthly meetings 
and for model contests around the country, and offers 
a make and take program for young modelers. Encour-
age the enjoyment of modeling in all its forms: aircraft, 
armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, military or civilian, 
beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By Modelers, 
For Modelers”

what do i give? Adult, 1 year: $30. Adult, 2 years: 
$58. Adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. 
Family, 1 year: $35 (adult + $5).

what do i get? A membership card with your IPMS 
number that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National 
Contest, plus the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues 
per year, featuring great models and building techniques, 
kit and book reviews, and activities, plus access to 
members-only content on ipmusa.org.

How? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM 
Newsletter or the IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS 
contact, Joe Vattilana, at the next DVSM meeting, or 
join online at ipmsusa.org. n

“Steam Wars Corporate Automaton” by Keith Jones

august Display highlights Photos by John Goschke
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Since the appearance of the B-2 Spirit flying-wing 
stealth bomber in the 1990s, its similarities in role and 
shape to the Ho 229 has led many to believe Ho 229 was 
“the first stealth bomber”. A static reproduction of the 
only surviving Ho 229 prototype, the Ho 229 V3, was 
constructed in 2008 and tested by the U.S. military, who 
found the basic shape, paint and laminating adhesive 
composition of the mock up copy would provide for 37% 
reduction in detection range against the British Chain 
Home radar of the 1940s, but no significant stealth benefit 
against most other contemporary radar systems.

The kit 
The kit was 
boxed by 
Matchbox but 
was definitely a 
re-issue of the 
Pioneer molding. 
It’s a simple build 
and I spent more 
time working on 
the camouflage 
than the actual 

build. The cockpit was completely open and you could see 
into the empty engine nacelles. The only thing provided in 
the kit was a seat that looked more like a lounge chair than 
an early ejection seat. To hide this I added sidewalls to the 
cockpit, an instrument panel with painted  dials and most 
importantly a pilot for my in-flight display.  The kit only has 
about 20 parts in total and 1/2 of those were the landing gear 
I left off!  Constructions was simple and I was ready for paint 
in no time.

Markings
For previous builds i have looked on the www.
Luft46.com web site for inspiration. I had been waiting 
until I acquired a 229 model to do this camouflage. My 
reference photos are from an artist named Géry Gueville 
and I used his image on my base as well (and included 
his image copyright info on the base). I thought it looked 
very different and I spent some time figuring out how to 
duplicate this on a 1/72 scale 3D model.

The 229 did not have many panel lines as it was 
built of specially made plywood. I pre-shaded black on the 
panel lines. I used my reference mostly, as the panel lines 
on the kit were raised and barely visible. I then painted 
the wing tips and fuselage stripe letting some of the black 
show through. I finished off the underside painting RLM 
78 from the Testors enamel line. The panel lines looked 
faint but noticeable on the underside.

Horten Ho-229 continued from page 1

The kit consists of approximately 20 pieces, most being for the 
landing gear.

Géry Gueville’s illustration of a flight Ho-229s in a speculative 
1946 Tunisian desert camouflage scheme provided the 
inspiration for Paul’s paint scheme.

Paul added sidewalls and an instrument panel to the cockpit. 
Since the model was to be displayed on a flight stand adding a 
pilot was important!

The Matchbox Horten kit is simply a 
reissue of the earlier Pioneer kit.

continued on next page
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To paint the camouflage on the 229 I started by taping 
up the RLM 78. I used putty to mask the tough front area 
around the intakes and pilot area. Next up was a coat of 
RLM 79 (German Desert Brown from Testors) allowing my 
pre-shading to be slightly visible. The Camouflage took a 
bit of time. I used Testors Burnt Umber in the small square 
bottle. I put down various size mottles in a sort of squiggly 
area. When I was done with my mottling, I lightly sprayed 
the Burnt Umber to just give a slight pattern behind the 
mottle. It was basically “over spray”, but it helped define the 
camouflage as large areas with dark spots. It is just visible 
but helps link them together. I finished off with RLM 79 
again, making a small dot in the center of some of the bigger 
Burnt Umber mottles. 

i used aftermarket decals for all of the markings as 
I knew the decals provided in the kit were going to silver. 
I tried to use the walkways and some of the fuel triangles 
but they would not lay down right. In the end I used some 
fuel triangles from a scrap sheet. The name and kill marks 
also came from a scrap sheet. I tried to fit on 2 different 
squadron emblems from Bf-109 sheets but both did not 
look right and I pulled them off. On the underside I used 
a call letter and large number on the front gear door that 
would be visible when its on the ground. The decals mark 
the aircraft as located in Tunisia in the Fall of 1946. 

The base is a $4 plaque painted with a rattle can 
and the Guery Gueville image with the name of the aircraft 
added via Word. The image is printed on a color laser printer 
and glued to the plaque. A brass rod is used for mounting 
the aircraft. My intention was to make my 3D aircraft fly in 
formation with the other 4 aircraft in the image.  A quick 
build that let me spend the most time on the things I enjoy 
most – Painting and decaling my models. n

Horten Ho-229 continued from page 1

Once assembly and seam-finishing were completed the panel 
lines on top and bottom were preshaded. Then white was 
airbrushed onto wingtips and tail, allowing the preshading to 
subtly show through.

A detail showing the well-controlled mottling on Paul’s 
camouflage scheme.

The markings came from aftermarket decal sheets and some 
leftovers from other kits.

A craft store plaque painted with a rattle can serves as the base 
for the flight stand, with a copy of the illustration with text added 
in MS Word applied on top. A brass rod supports the model.



BnB HoBBy & Train DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

D & k HoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 

Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon 

- 4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

Main line HoBBieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

MillenniuM HoBBieS 
& THe GunDaM kiTcHen
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Collectibles, cook-

ing up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automobile models and 
10% Gundam and other models to DVSM members (with 

DVSM member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen

new concepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

HoBByMaSTerS, inc.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am 

to 8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

• Offers 10% discount to club members. 
   (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

z & z HoBBieS, inc.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Support the local Hobby Shops
THaT SupporT our cluB


